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ABOUT THE FUND
After discussions with local business owners, we have realized that much of Downtown will be under financial 
strain heading into 2021 due to the e�ects of the Covid Pandemic. The Relief Fund was established to 
alleviate some of the financial obligation, more specifically the high cost of rent. The DDA recognizes
the importance of small businesses to our community and sees them as the heartbeat of Downtown Traverse
City. We have established this fund to keep them sustainable in hopes that they can once again be thriving.
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The Relief Fund will be a multifaceted initiative 
to keep it diversified and engaging for our community. The DDA
plans to use modifications to favorite community events, like 
Shop Your Community Day and Santa’s Arrival to not only
keep those events alive  - but to increase awareness of the Relief
Fund and the needs of our businesses. We  also  hope to 
nurture  partnerships with community organizations & foundations
to create “giving matches”  throughout the fundraising campaign. 
The DDA will be holding an online auction/ra�e that will showcase
not only fund sponsors and the amazing items our local businesses have 
to o�er, but also as incentivize donations. Finally, we have indentified and
are actively pursuing grant funding through the MEDC and will continue to 
research other potential grant opportunities. 

HOW THE FUND WORKS
Downtown businesses will have to complete an 

application process in order to receive these funds. 
If approved, rent checks will be cut and paid directly to 

the landlord, thus assuring that the relief was used 
properly, while also allowing for transparency 

between the DDA and our Downtown property owners. 
This application will be created in collaboration 

with community stakeholders.
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To learn more about the fund and to get 
involved please contact katy@downtowntc.com
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ABOUT THE FUND
The Downtown Development Authority recognizes the importance of small businesses to a healthy and
thriving Downtown…..the heartbeat of our region.
 
Downtown businesses have experienced unprecedented challenges in 2020.  Downtown Traverse City’s 
continued vibrancy is vital to the overall success of the Grand Traverse Region. The Downtown Relief Fund 
was created to support our small businesses and, in turn, help our community. The DDA is committed to 
keeping our Downtown safe and prosperous during these trying times and beyond. 

GROWING
THE FUND

To learn more about the fund and to get 
involved please contact katy@downtowntc.com

and visit www.downtowntc.com/relief

2020 has been an incredibly challenging 
year. We are so grateful to have an 

opportunity to start 2021 with some peace of 
mind that we will have assistance with the 

obligation of rent thanks to the 
Downtown Relief Fund.

Misha Neidorfler, 
Co-owner of Morsels Espresso + Eatables

Jean Derenzy
CEO,  Traverse City DDA

Small businesses provide character and 
individuality to a community.  It is neighbors 
helping neighbors – friends helping friends. 

However, small businesses are more than that. 
They benefit their local communities in many 

concrete, quantifiable ways. Small businesses are 
the backbone of our community….the heartbeat 

that we must care for.

Annie Hill
Owner of Cherry Hill Boutique

Please shop local this Holiday 
season to support your neighbors 
and friends in these trying times! 

The DDA is dedicated to making the 
Downtown Relief Fund a great success. 

We see our Downtown merchants as family and 
will do whatever we can to assist in alleviating 

the financial burden they are experiencing due 
to the pandemic. We have utilized three main 

fundraising mechanisms:

ONLINE DONATIONS
Donate today at downtowntc.com/relief

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Visit downtowntc.com/relief for an updated list of events.

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
The DDA and Venture North Teams are hard at work reaching out 
and soliciting funds from foundations that have an understanding 

of the need for a vibrant and thriving Downtown district.


